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2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . The previously indicated allowability of claims 12, 13 and 17-19 is 
withdrawn in view of the newly discovered reference to Minneman (Des. 
276,668). Rejections based on the newly cited reference follow. 

Response to Amendment 

2. The after-final amendment filed 12/02/2003 has been reviewed and 
formally entered in the file. 

3. The finality of the rejection of the last Office action mailed 06/03/2003 is 
withdrawn in view of the newly found reference to Minneman (Des. 276,668). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

5. Claims 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated 
by Minneman (Des. 276,668). 

Minneman discloses a gun rest in figures 1-4. The method steps of 
independent claim 12 are inherent in Minneman's figures. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

7. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by Minneman 
(Des. 276,668) or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over 
Minneman (Des. 276,668) in view of Dean (US 5,829,731 ). 

Minneman discloses a gun rest in figures 1-4 as discussed above. 

Regarding claim 13, it appears that the opening in the rest plate is 
generally tear-drop shaped having the more pointed end of the tear-drop aligned 
towards a first end section of the rest plate and the more rounded end of the tear- 
drop aligned towards the second end section of the rest plate (see figures 1 , 2 
and 4). 

If applicant disagrees with this position, Dean teaches a support (figures 1, 
2) including a tear-dropped shape opening (element 43) with the point of the tear- 
drop aligned towards a first end section of the support (element 40) and the 
round end of the tear-drop aligned towards a second end section of the support 
(element 30). Dean teaches that the tear-dropped shape permits the support to 
be used with shafts having a wider range of diameters than would be possible 
with a circular opening (column 4, lines 7-14). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include a tear-drop shaped opening, as taught by 
Dean, in the gun rest disclosed by Minneman, to permit the rest to be used with 
shafts having a wide range of diameters. Dean is considered to be analogous art 
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because it concerns a support element which fits onto a shaft, which is clearly 
relevant to a gun support designed to fit onto a shaft. 

8. Claims 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Minneman (Des. 276,668) in view of Webster (US 4,882,869). 

Regarding claims 17-19, Minneman does not specifically disclose that the 
gun rest plate further comprises a retaining device for securing the gun rest to 
the shaft. 

Webster discloses a gun rest with a carrying cable 50 attached at one end 
to the top flange 28 of the rest plate 20 by an opening formed in and a loop 
formed on the flange 28 (figure 1), the carrying cable 50 attached at its other end 
to the to shaft 40 (figure 1 ; col. 4, lines 16-22). 

It would have been obvious, in view of Webster, to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time that the invention was made, to provide Minneman's gun rest 
with a cable attached at one end to the rest plate by a loop formed on an opening 
formed in the rest plate, and attached at its other end to the shaft, so as to 
enable a user to carry the gun rest over his or her shoulder while the device was 
not in use. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 14-16, and 20-22 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Anderson, Jr. (3,576,084); Sharp (Des. 182,146); Swett 
(77,676); Lorton (1,666,293); Felts (6,044,747); Manuel (3,608,225); Glebe 
(3,584,821); Blanton (5,544,031); Ruckwardt (5,577,695); Wyke et al. 
(5,730,522); Memmelaar (5,241,719); Scott et al. (4,784,396); Zielinski et al. 
(5,678,348); Quinnell et al. (5,81 1,720); Singletary (6,276,087); LaValle 
(4,438,581 ); Helmstadter (5,666,757); and Thompson et al. (6,050,035). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to James S. Bergin whose telephone number is 
571-272-6872. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Wednesday 
and Friday, 8.30 - 5.30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Michael Carone can be reached on 571-272-6873. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 




James S. Bergin 




